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Sreasury Departwcnf, 


BUREAU OF THK MINT, 
YY, A, 
Washinglon, YY. G., ..Novewber..29,... 1889. ISS. 
The Superintendent, U.S. Mint, 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


Ses 


Referring to your letters of the 28th instant, Submitting certain 


‘4 OM Soren 


transfers and appointments, I telegraphed you to day that the legality 
of creating an additional elerkship, payable from the appropriation 
for wages of workmen, was questionable, and that the rate of compensa- 


=$ion proposed, $7.00 a day, was excessive. 


ae S| 


mee 


Your attention is direeted to Sseetion 6678, R.S. ( and subsequent 
seetions) which provides "All sums appropriated for the various 
branches of expenditure in the publie serviee, shall be applied solely 
to the objeets for which they are respretively made, and for no otherness 
AS Congress has appropriated speeteiaai ly for elerkships in your mint 
and has appropriated a round sum for wages of workinen and adjusters, 
it would seem as if this provision of as Was im eonfliet with your 
proposed action. Moreover, I do not eonsider that the office proposed 
is necessary for the business of your mint, it has never been found 
necessary in the past, and 1 know of no changed conditions Whieh ren- 
der it neeessary for the future. I have no objection to approving the 


appointment of Mr. Cobb to the position of chief elerk, and of Mr. ~ | Q 
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a 
Cowperthwaite as eashier, but to ereate a new and unnecessary office, 
of doubtful legality, at a high rate of compensation, for the purpose 
of accomplishing this transfer I do not paaeedes either necessary or 
desirable. 

Il am also disinelined to inerease the compensation of Mr. Hunter- 
Son... 

Action upon these transfers and appointments is therefore sus- 


pended, 


Very respectfully vo) 
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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 160 


[Abstract:] Reply to letter of 28th relative to transfers and appointments... 


Treasury Department, 
Bureau of the Mint, 
Washington, D.C., 
November 29, 1889 


The Superintendent, U.S. Mint, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Sir: 


Referring to your letters of the 28th instant, submitting certain transfers and 
appointments, I telegraphed you to day that the legality of creating an additional clerkship, 
payable from the appropriation for wages of workmen, was questionable, and that the rate of 
compensation proposed, $7.00 a day, was excessive. 


Your attention is directed to Section 3678, R.S. (and subsequent sections) which provides 
“All sums appropriated for the various branches of expenditure in the public service, shall be 
applied solely to the objects for which they are respectively made, and for no others. As 
Congress has appropriated specifically for clerkships in your mint, and has appropriated a round 
sum for wages of workmen and adjusters, it would seem as if this provision of law was in 
conflict with your proposed action. Moreover, I do not consider that the office proposed is 
necessary for the business of your mint; it has never been found necessary in the past, and I 
know of no changed conditions which render it necessary for the future. I have no objection to 
approving the appointment of Mr. Cobb to the position of chief clerk, and of Mr. Cowperthwaite 
as cashier, but to create a new and unnecessary office, of doubtful legality, at a high rate of 
compensation, for the purpose of accomplishing this transfer I do not consider either necessary 
or desirable. 


I am also disinclined to increase the compensation of Mr. Hunterson. 
Action upon these transfers and appointments is therefore suspended. 
Very respectfully, 


E.O. Leech 
Director. 


